E Government" shall mean and: i

. EARNATARA ACT ﬂ{) 2’3 OF 2016 ‘ . :
iFJISt Pubhshe a 'Ofdll'lary on the

’R‘HE KARN TAR IRE T (&MEHBM N’i‘} ACT 2@16
{Received the assent of the Govemor on the T\raenty Sizth day of July, 2016)

An Act further to amend the Kamataka Fores‘t Act, 1963,
Whereas it is expedlent further to amend the Karnataka Forest Act,
: 1963 (Karnataka Act 5 of 1964), fof the purposes heremafter appearing;

Be it enacted by the Karnataka State Legmlature in the sixty- seventh
year of the Repubhc of India as. follows - '
1. Shert title and. cemmencement (1]>‘Th-1s Act rnay be ‘celled_the
Karriataka: Forest (Amendment} Act, 2016, - '
{2) It shall come-into foree at once. :
S Amendment of section 2:- In the Karnataka Forest Act 1963
: (Kamataka-? Gt Sit:of -1964) (hereinafter-referred; tfoasthe- pnncrpalr&ct) —iny -
' frer (13; the following'claise shall be deemed to, have been

the, 16t day ol Augy

o nid

"{1-A} "Consrderataon" mitaxns-the: price;
sale of forest: preduoe and: computed such marnner and shall also include
such othier-amgount as: may be prescnbed by: the, State Government "

3 Amendment of Chapter XIA ln the pn:ocrpal Act; in
ChapterXIA = PR -__““"’ti'

ecen'red 0L receavable on the

{1) mcludmg the" : 'ads:n arid i sechon 98A and 98}3 fer the word
it wherever: it occurs ‘tHe word "fee” - shall- be- deemied to. have been
Substltuted w:tth effeet from the 16t day of August 2008; '

(2}in sectlon 98A -
" i) in sub section {1

"e@ntrolled By the Words "or controlled by the
‘ gt shall bé:deemed to have been substimted with
effect from léth day of August 2008;.

{b) The sec{md provrso sha.ll be omltted w1th the effect from the date
Sart amka Forest (Amendment) Act

after ‘the second prov1so to. Sub-
shall be deemed to have been 1nserted WIth effect from the 16t
day of August 2008 namely- B o '

o "Provrded also that Jn. respect ‘of mmerals whlch ig" & forest
~ produce the rate of Forest Development fee shall be twelve

‘ percent ‘ 2
(i) after. sub«secnon (1], the followmg explanatmns shall be deemed to
have been mserted with: effect from. the 6% day o} 'August 2008, na:rnely =
“Explanatmn {1):For-the removal of doubts; it'is hereby declared that
for-the purposes of this sub-section;the: tified; . by:the State

£1 rectly or 1nd1rect1y
engaged in dlspOSmg ef forest produce Tound i, or bmught from, a forest,

~

ction (1] the followmg prov1so o



e

.irrespective of whether such forest producg-is
outside the State of Karnataka or for Lhe purpese of -expert or for captive

3

» a8 individuals or other entities including I—Imdu Undiyided Family, Comparry '
.ot foreign Conipany, partnership firms, societies, o C

bodies corporate,. trusts, lease. holdere of poct
forest area of any, sthiér association of ¢pm:
such individuals or entities constltute‘ =
whether or net such-individuals or entities’ collectively come together a.nd ac’c
as a group or body. o

© Explanation: (2) For the removal of doubts, 1t is. hereby declared that
for the purpose of this sub section, the Words "or othermse includes

" disposal throtigh captive consmnpflon

Explanatzon (3) For theé removal of doubts itis hereby declared that
Forest Development Fee shall be levied: oni-the dis posal of the forest prodube
ntetrdéd: for sale inside or

consumptlon " ‘
(iii) after the sub sectlon {l—A) the followmg shall be mserted

..'.name[y— U -
"(1 B} Notmmstandlng anythmg' contamed m subsectlon(l) no fee -

1 C) Notmthstandmg a,nytl’ung cen“ta.med Ix subseotmn(l) no Forest Lo
Development 'Fee “on . forest produce “shall’ be: payable to' the State
- Government, for. which no demand. was raised: dunng the penod irom let
August of 2008 till. the commencement of the Katnataka Forest
(Amend.ment) Act 2015. (Kama, ka. E 3 ,

- (1°D} 'The -State" Government may make

" Levy, computat:on and collecmon of - Forest E)eveloiameﬁt fee from a

retréspective date.”

(3) after section 98B, the followmg new: section., shall be mserteci
namelky:- . [ :

' "98C. Power of- State Governm X m
Development feg:- (1) The State Government, may, it j:
necessary i public interest so to do, by nouﬁcauon and su Ject to such
restrictions and. conditions and for such penod as may be specxﬁed itk the

- notification, exempt or reduce eéither prospectnrely or retrospectlvely the

forest Development fee payable urider this Act, by any specf ed class of
persons or in respect of apy specrﬁecl forest prodUc:e

{2) The State Gcovernment ‘miay, by nohﬁca‘uon cancel or vary any
notification 1ssued Junder sub- secﬁon { 1} ‘

(3} Where any restrzc’uon or condmon speaﬁed under sub sectlon (1) is
t 0 =




g,

4 -

yre teking actlon under the sub-section the. person
pportunity of being heard.!

: oubts ‘it s Jhereby declened that, the levy
assessment and ce]lec ion of st Devélopinent tax under ‘the principal Act
as amended by this Act or any riiles, netification, order letter or guidelines
shall be- deemed to- have always been levied and collected as' Forest
Development Fee. . .

5. No penal proceedings shall be commenced against any .person for
any contravention of the provisions of chapter XiA of the Principal Act that
may arise as# conseqhence 01’ the retrcspectlve amendments made by this
- Act.

Provided that B
shall bq_g}vgn a reas

_-'dmg anythmg conta.med in any
'l'i_ Tribunal or other authonty to the

srient made) and a.ll proceedmgs held a:nd any levy and”'
collection. of ‘taix,fes.or" amoumnt purp@*t&ed to have'been eollected by way of
tax or ‘fee in. .rél" on to such” levy assessment or collection under the

provisions “of the Prm01pa1 Act or any mie;s, noiﬁcabon order; gu1dehnes or
" letters before the. commencerient of this: Act shall be and shall be deemed to
 be valid - -and” effective for all purposes as i such levy, assessment or

collection. or action ‘or: thing had been made, taken or ‘done, under the
Pr1nc1pa1 Act as amended ’.y t.hzs Act- ang accordmgly - M

' e ; i ne or any actlon taken by the
G0 i “be-the Forest Deparfment officers
in “connection wrth the lévy, assessmént or collection of any
amount as forest. Development tax or Forest. Deveiopment fee -for
a]l purposes be deemed to be;.hnd to have always been made done
or taken in.éccordance with Iaw

i p_r -other proceedmgs shail be mamtamed or continued in
-Gourt or Tribunal or bcfore any- auﬂlonty for the refund of any
. such tax or fee; and .
" {c) no Court shall enforce any decree or order dlrectlng the refund of
any such tax or fee.

' By.(_f)'-rder and jn the name of
the Governor of Karnataka

Secreta:y to Gevernmcnt
.Departmcnt of Pa.rha.mentary Affalrs



